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PAGE 01 ROME 02925 241436Z 
ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-OI AGRE-00 AID-05 EB-08 ISO-00 /027 W 

24I5I4 028251 /53 

R24I3I5ZFEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2946 

UNCLAS ROME 2925 

FODAG 

PASS AGRICULTURE FOR DR.RALPH PHILLIPS (FAS/IO) 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: FAOEAGR 

SUBJ: JORDAN SPECIAL CROP REPORT NUMBER 35 FAO EARLY WARNING 
SYSTEM 

1. EOLLOWING IS TELEGRAM FOR DR. PHILLIPS AND FOR DON HATHAWAY 
OF INTERNATIONAL EOOD POLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTE FROM ANELISE 
BINDER OF FAO'S GLOBAL INFORMATION AND EARLY WARNING SYSTEM. 

MESSAGE ALSO OF INTEREST TO PAUL BYRNES lO/AGR AND PEGGY SHEEHAN 
OF AID/FFP. FAO REFERENCE NUMBER OF THIS CABLE IS FAOB6380. 

2. QUOTE DRY WEATHER LAST NOVEMBER DELAYED SOWING OF WINTER CROPS. 

SITUATION SLIGHTLY IMPROVED FOLLOWING FEBRUARY RAINS IN NORTH 
WEST AND CENTRE. HOWEVER, CROP PLANTINGS DELAYED AND GROWTH 
STUNTED BY PROLONGED DRY WEATER. CROP CONDITIONS REMAIN PRECARIOUS. 

FIRST ASSESSMENT OF DROUGHT EFFECTS ON FOOD CROPS AVAILABLE 
BY END-MARCH OR EARLY APRIL. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: AUTUMN 
SOWN FOOD CROPS ARE MAINLY CEREALS AND PULSES. IF ALSO THIS 
YEAR'S WHEAT CROP SHARPLY REDUCED, HORDAN WILL BE EXPERIENCING 
A WHAT CROP FAILURE FOR THIRD YEAR IN SUCCESSION,. AVERAGE 
WHEAT PRODUCTION IN 1972-74 ABOUT 150,000 TONS VERSUS 60,000 
TONS IN 1975 AND 68,000 TONS IN 1976. WHEAT IMPORTS IN 1974/75 
AND 1975/76(JULY/JUNE) 153,000 TONS AND 232,000 TONS RESPECTIVELY. 
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